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SUBJECT: ACCIDENT ON SWAZILAND RAILWAY 

REE: MBABANE 513 

1. ACCORDING TO GENERAL MANAGER OF SWAZILAND RAILWAY, THERE HAS BERN 
AN ACCIDENT ON THE RAILROAD IN MOZAMBQIURE, 15 KILOMETERS EAST OF THE 
SWAZILAND/MOZAMBIQUE BORDER, IN WHICH A BRIDGE HAS BEEN "KNOCKED OUT." 

PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE THAT IT WILL TAKE A MINIMUM OF TWO WEEKS 
TO REPAIR THE DAMAGE, AND REOPEN THE LINE. 

2. COMMENT: THIS ACCIDENT POINTS UP THE ALMOST TOTAL DEPENDENCE OF 
THE SWAZI ECONOMY ON ITS SINGLE RAIL LINK TO THE PORT OF MAPUTO. AS 
A RESULT OE THE ACCIDENT, ALL SHIPMENTS OE IRON ORE FROM THE SIODC 
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HAVE BEEN HALTED AND .SWAZILAND'S EXPORTS OF CITRUS, CANNED FRUIT AND 
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SUGAR ARE ALSO THREATENED. (HOWEVER, SWAZILAND SUGAR ASSOCIATION 
REPORTS THAT ITS OPERATIONS WILL NOT BE SEVERELY AFEECTED IF SHIPMENTS 

CAN BE RESUMED BY MAY 5.) SINCE THE BULK OF SWAZILAND'S GASOLINE IS 
IMPORTED VIA MAPUTO, THERE WILL ALSO BE A EUEL SHORTAGE UNLESS 
ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF SUPPLY CAN BE FOUND VERY SOON. 

3. THIS INCIDENT WILL GIVE RENEWED IMPETUS TO GOS PLANS TO ESTABLISH 
A NEW LINK BETWEEN PHUZUMOYA AND GOLLF.L, THUS PROVIDING AN 
ALTERNATE OUTLET VIA RICHARDS BAY. A FEASIBILITY STUDY RECOMMENDING 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF SUCH A LINK AS ECONOMICALLY VIABLE WAS PRESENTED 
TO GOS CABINET TWO MONTHS AGO BUT NO ACTION HAS YET BEEN TAKEN. 
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